
Prepare for Drought
   and Fire Danger Visit our 

website at
www.whidbeycd.org

      
  Horse power!  

Be FIREWISE
Wildfire behavior is influenced 
by three main factors: topog-
raphy (lie of the land), weather 
(wind speed, relative humidity, 
and ambient temperature), and 
fuel (vegetation and man-made 
structures). 

Of these three factors, fuel is 
the one we can influence. Debris 
like dead leaves and pine nee-
dles on decks, in gutters, and 
strewn across lawns can ignite 
from flying embers. Fire moving 
along the ground’s surface can 
“ladder” into shrubs and low 
hanging tree limbs to create 
longer flames and more heat. 
If your home has flammable 
features or vulnerable openings, 
it can serve as fuel, and become 
part of a chain of ignitions to sur-
rounding homes and structures.

Visit www.firewise.org to 
learn more, or contact us to 
schedule a site assessment.

DROUGHT in Your YARD & GARDEN
1. Forego irrigating the lawn. Turf grass natu-
rally goes dormant in summer, so consider giving in 
to a golden lawn. To help maintain the health of your 
turf through the dry summer, mow high, 2 ½ inches or 
more and use a mulching blade. Taller grass shades 
the soil, helping to preserve moisture. A mulching 
blade will leave the finely chopped clippings to insu-
late the soil and add water-holding organic matter.
2. Convert some lawn into a less water-de-
manding landscape. Transform your lawn into a 
bed of drought-tolerant groundcovers, shrubs, and pe-
rennials. Go to http://tinyurl.com/pus9k3e for a list 
of drought tolerant plants. Start by covering the lawn 
with a foot of mulch this summer. Consider adding 
deck areas, patios and pathways as alternatives.
3. Collect rainwater using barrels or tanks. 
Rain barrels are an inexpensive way to collect roof 
water for use around the yard. Build your own with the 
guidance of our brochure “Use it or Lose it,” available 
at http://tinyurl.com/nmkjlny Consider installing larg-
er tanks, to get you through our dry summer months, 
while reducing your demand on our island’s aquifers.
4. Prioritize irrigation needs when things 
get really dry. Consider what is essential for survival 

rather than striving for optimum growth. Most well 
established plants should be able to survive without 
any irrigation and many others will get by with a good 
soaking just once per month in June, July, and August. 
Turf grass will bounce back fine in the fall if you apply 
just one inch of water for each month without rain.
5. Mulch around perennials, trees and 
shrubs. Applying 
mulch while soil 
moisture levels are 
high retains moisture 
much later into the 
growing season. 
Plus, mulch inhibits 
weeds that compete 
with desirable plants 
for moisture and nu-
trients. Mulch is the 
best insurance you can buy for a healthy landscape. 
6. Provide Water for Wildlife. Our dry summers 
present a challenge for our resident birds, mammals, 
reptiles, and insects. Adding a bird bath to your yard 
will give critters a reliable supply of fresh water through 
the dry months. Keep pools and baths filled, and 
clean them weekly to prevent the spread of diseases.

Keep mulch 
away from 

trunk

Spread mulch to a diameter of at 
least 3 feet

Maximum 
mulch depth 
of 3 to 4 
inches

Keep fire tools 
available: shovel, 
rake, ladder

Avoid outdoor 
burning. Recycle,
mulch, & compost
whenever possible.

Keep burnable
materials from under
and around all structures.

Keep driveways accessible
for fire trucks and provide
a turn-around area.

For the next 70 feet, thin and
prune your coniferous trees.

Keep your grass 
green & mowed 
100 feet from 
any structures.

Keep your
woodpile
30ft from
structures &
   fuel tanks.

Keep your chimney clean
and install spark arrester.Keep 100 ft of

garden hose
attached.

Remove
  all but scattered
  trees within 30 ft
      of structures.

   Keep your roof clear of
leaves, needles, & debris.

FIRE PROTECTING Your HOME
• Prune low hanging limbs to reduce ladder fuels. 
• Clean roofs and gutters of pine needles and dead leaves. 
• Keep flammable plants and mulches at least 5 feet 

away from your home’s perimeter. 
• Use low–growing, well pruned, fire-resistive plants around buildings. 
• Screen or box-in areas below patios and decks with wire 

screening no larger than 1/8-inch mesh. 
• Sweep decks and porches clear of fallen leaves.
• Make sure woodpiles are located at least 30 feet from 

any structure, especially during non-winter months.
• Consult an arborist or forester to learn more about the 

health of your landscape. Removing or thinning out some trees may 
actually be beneficial to the health of the rest. 

• Consider including concrete or stone pathways, creating 
natural firebreaks on your property.
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