
Conservation
CONNECTION
WHIDBEY ISLAND CONSERVATION DISTRICT NEWSLETTER

j a n
2 0 1 3

I S S U E

# 2

  | 1

Fire resistance of plants is relat-

ed to characteristics of the plant 

species, including:

•  Supple leaves

•  High moisture content

•  Water-like sap

•  Low-resin content

•  Thicker bark

Plant types that tend to be more 

fire resistant include:

•  Deciduous plants

•  Cool-season grasses

•  Trees with high canopies 

(first branches 10 to 15 

feet off the ground)

• Shrubs with open form 

(rather than conical)

A plant’s ability to resist fire is 

also relative to weather condi-

tions, site characteristics, and 

season of the year.  An addi-

tional benefit of fire resistant 

plants is that they are also 

usually drought-tolerant.

Fire resistant plants available 

through our Plant Sale include:

Red Osier Dogwood

Kinnickinnick

Salal

Serviceberry

Vine Maple

Garry Oak

Why care 
about fire resistant plants?
See our article on page 2.
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About the District
The Whidbey Island Conservation 

District serves the residents of 

Whidbey Island by providing vol-

untary, incentive-based options 

for conserving natural resources 

through educational outreach as 

well as technical and financial 

assistance to provide a healthy 

environment for present and 

future generations. Conservation 

Districts are subdivisions of state 

government (similar structure to 

school districts), and are gov-

erned by a board of five elected 

and appointed supervisors.  

WICD Election 
Canceled
The election for a seat on the WICD 

board set for February 5, 2013, at 

the District office, 1 NE 4th St., 

Coupeville, WA has been canceled 

because the incumbent, Tim Keo-

hane, has been re-elected by reason 

of being the only person filing for the 

position by the filing deadline. There-

fore, no poll site, mail, or absentee 

balloting will be performed. For 

further information contact the Dis-

trict at 360-678-4708 or click here 

to view the WA State Conservation 

Commission Elections and Appoint-

ments protocol which is followed for 

our elections each year.1

Pre-orders on a beautiful selection of bare-root 

native plants and trees is ending January 30! 

This year, we encourage people to order and pay 

for their plants by credit card at our website: 

www.whidbeycd.org. Phone orders can be taken 

by calling 360-678-4708, or by walk-in at our office, 

1 NE 4th St., Coupeville. Order now for pick up the 

first weekend in March, at two different locations:

• Friday, March 1: 1:00pm - 6:00pm at our WICD 

office, 1 NE 4th St., Coupeville

• Saturday, March 2: 9:30am - 1:30pm at the 

Island Co Fairgrounds, 819 Camano Ave., Langley.  

Any remaining plants will be available 

Saturday, March 2 at the Island Co Fairgrounds 

pick-up location. However, we can’t predict specific 

quantities or species, so be sure to pre-order!

Questions about specific plants? Check out 

these sources for more info on Native Plants:

• Northwest Native Plant Guide

• WA Native Plant Society

• Right Place, Right Plant

• Planting is for the Birds

• Native Plants for Wet Sites

And Order Right Away!

Visit our website at
www.whidbeycd.org       
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Fire Resistant Plants for the Landscape

Serviceberry

Oregon Grape

Nootka Rose

www.whidbeycd.org
http://www.whidbeycd.org/uploads/1/1/6/8/11683986/2013_election_and_appointment_procedures_manual_final_1.pdf
http://green.kingcounty.gov/gonative/
http://www.wnps.org/plant_lists/exploring_native_plants.html
http://www.wacdpmc.org/images/RightPlant-RightPlace.pdf
http://www.wacdpmc.org/images/Planting_for_Birds.pdf
http://www.wacdpmc.org/images/Wetland_Brochure_web.pdf
http://www.whidbeycd.org/plant-sale-order-page.html
http://www.whidbeycd.org/plant-sale-order-page.html
http://www.whidbeycd.org/plant-sale-order-page.html
http://www.wacdpmc.org/images/Serviceberry.pdf
http://www.wacdpmc.org/images/Nootka_Rose.pdf
http://www.whidbeycd.org/plant-sale-order-page.html
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Upcoming Events
• Current Use Tax Programs Workshop, Jan 29 & Feb 5, 5:00 - 7:00pm
• Country Living Expo, Saturday, Jan 26, Stanwood High School
• Sound Waters, Saturday, Feb 2, Oak Harbor High School
Please visit our website Calendar page for more details on these and other events.

Current Use Tax 
Programs Workshop
Please join us for a workshop on 

Current Use Tax Programs for Ag 

and Timber Lands. Learn more 

about how you can reduce your 

property taxes, while keeping your 

land healthy and productive.  

North location – Tuesday, Jan 29, 
Heller Rd Fire Station, 5 – 7:00 pm.

South location – Tuesday, Feb 5, 
Whidbey Telecom Bldg 
161 Main St., Freeland, 5 – 7:00 pm. 

Learn about:

•  Open Agriculture  and Open 
Timber  Designated Forest  

•  State requirements to qualify 
for these programs

•  How the Conservation Dis-
trict helps property owners 
manage their land to meet 
these requirements

•  RCW’s and Island County 
policies that will affect these 
properties

With all of the recent rain, it’s 

easy to forget the devastat-

ing wildfires that burned over 

36 square miles in the Taylor 

Bridge area this past summer. 

Tragically, this fire destroyed 

61 homes.  But some homes 

within the burned area survived.  

What made the difference?  The 

owners had taken some simple 

precautions to create fire safe 

areas surrounding their homes 

to stop the spread of fire before 

it could ignite the buildings.  

Wet springs and mild summers 

do not mean that wildfire is not 

an issue in Western Washing-

ton.  Are you ready for the next 

wildfire in your area?  Here are 

a few things to think about:

Your family. Do you have an 

escape plan and an emergency 

preparedness kit that you can 

quickly and easily grab and go? 

Does your plan 

account for pets 

and livestock?

• Your home and 

other structures. 

What kind of 

materials are your 

roof and siding 

composed of? 

Are attic and crawl space vents 

properly screened to keep out 

flying embers? Could a fire 

truck easily access your home 

and be able to turn around? Is 

your address clearly marked on 

the road?

• Defensible space. Is there at 

least 30 feet of ignition-resistant 

landscaping to provide a fire 

break around your home? Are 

there trees dangling branches 

over your home? Is firewood 

stacked up against the siding of 

the house? Note that defensible 

space does NOT mean a barren 

landscape—there are many 

fire-resistant plants that provide 

a beautiful, vegetated land-

scape while also mitigating fire 

risk. It is all about picking the 

right vegetation. (see pg 1) 

• Your forest. Is it kept properly 

thinned? Are trees pruned up 

to minimize ladder fuels? Is 

there excess debris? Note that 

this does not mean eliminating 

all the snags, 

downed logs, 

and understory 

vegetation that 

are critical for 

wildlife habitat 

and ecosystem 

function. Are 

there fire breaks 

and  fire-control access roads 

or trails?

The majority of the wildfires 

in Washington are the result 

of debris burning that got out 

of control. If you plan to burn 

debris on your property, be ex-

tremely careful and consult with 

the proper authorities (DNR 

and/or your local fire district) 

to make sure that it is safe and 

legal to burn and that you have 

the proper permits.

For more information on 

Firewise, visit their website at 

www.firewise.org. The Wash-

ington Department of Natural 

Resources is a good sources of 

information. WSU Extension also 

has several fire-related publica-

tions available. These publica-

tions are available for purchase 

and/or download online:

• Fire-Resistant Plants for 

Home Landscapes

• Reducing Fire Risk on your 

Forest Property

Firewise Principles - How to Improve Fire Safety on Your Property

Financial and technical assistance now 
available for on-farm energy conservation
The Natural Resources Conservation Service is now providing 

financial and technical assistance through the Environmental Quality 

Incentives Program (EQIP) for producers interested in conserving 

energy on their property. The on-farm energy initiative is a continuous 

sign-up program, and applications may be submitted at any time. 

Applications will be evaluated periodically as funding becomes avail-

able. The current application evaluation period ends Feb 15. 

Contact our local NRCS office in Mt. Vernon 360-428-7684.  Or visit 

their webpage here.

http://www.whidbeycd.org/calendar.html
http://skagit.wsu.edu/countrylivingexpo/
http://beachwatchers.net/sw_2013/
www.firewise.org
http://www.firefree.org/images/uploads/FIR_FireResPlants_07.pdf
http://ext.wsu.edu/forestry/documents/pnw618complete.pdf
www.wa.nrcs.usda.gov

