
West Beach Drainage Meeting 

Friday, October 21, 2016 

7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

Coupeville Rec Hall 

 

Led by: 

Sarah Richards, Owner of Lavender Wind Farm and Homeowner 

Karen Bishop, District Manager - Whidbey Island Conservation District 

Matt Zupich, Natural Resource Planner - Whidbey Island Conservation District 

Ruth Richards, note-taker 

Attendees:  

Frank Bolles, Jim Patton, Rudy Deck, Bill Hamburg, Bill Hawkins, Ric Ferrera, Stephen & Kristen Stavros, 

Linda & Don Meehan, Chuck Adams, Danny Salinger, Cameron Chandler, Clare & Barbara Kruse, Jim & 

Susan Nunn 

Meeting Notes: 

1. Attendees arrived and signed in.  

2. Sarah Richards introduced WICD’s Karen Bishop and Matt Zupich and set the expectation of the 

evening as a unique opportunity to get together as a community.  WICD has access to 

knowledge, expertise and maybe funding opportunities.  Tonight we will identify problems, 

brainstorm ideas, and think outside the box. We won’t necessarily find solutions tonight.  

3. Matt Zupich collected and shared photos from residents, assembled maps and GIS data for the 

watershed which he presented: 

1. Photos included still shots and a video captured from the air by Don & Linda Meehan 

during flyovers they did in December 2015 and March 2016 during periods of flooding.   

2. Matt showed contour, soils & watershed boundary maps and discussed soils and basic 

hydrology of the area.  He reminded that while county culverts along W. Beach Rd. catch 

surface water, water is also moving through the soil underneath the road which impacts 

property downhill. 

3. Per Sarah, the Bells have done a lot of drainage work in the field W of their present 

farm, next to LWF. 



4. There was discussion of run-off at the bluff at several locations 

4. Discussion Ensued 

1. Precipitation - it was an extremely wet season with about double the normal amount of 

rain - this raised the question of how often an event like this will happen.  People are 

seeing a seasonal shift - more in winter, less in summer.  Its distribution over the year is 

changing. 

2. The retention area/drainage gallery on West Beach - collecting from 22 acres of 

impervious surface (the road). Davido Engineering - designed catchment basin and 

drainage for the McElroys as well as design and consultation on other projects in the 

drainage area.  

3. Other people are putting in drainage. Design has to accommodate a 100-year storm, the 

projections of which include all possible build-out over those years. The County 

conceded that it was unreasonable to make one landowner’s drainage system 

accommodate the 100-year storm run-off from an entire watershed. 

4. When we look at the magnitude of the area contributing water, we may need to have 

retention ponds all along the ridge. 

5. If there are two different drainage areas - N and S - should the area for mediation be 

divided? 

6. The woods are effective at holding the water. An added culvert moved a lot of water 

from the woods east of Sarah’s property on to her upper field. 

7. Several individual property owners have done various things to mitigate the effect of 

water on their property. These include pumping water and spraying it, putting culverts 

under driveways, building with permeable surface materials, installing over-the-bluff 

pipes and more. 

8. The county encourages people to mitigate the run-off of their own lots using systems 

such as low impact development. But, this is not advisable on property within 200 feet 

of high bluff.  Also, in this area, there is still a lot of potentially-buildable acreage. 

9. What is the impact of Darst Road run-off? It feeds off the sides, can cross Ocean Bluff 

Lane, and may feed on to properties on the west side. 

10. Concern expressed about recharge to the aquifer. How could a potential solution 

accomplish this too, but without adding contaminated water to it too quickly? Doug 

Kelly should be consulted. 

11. There are areas at the bluff that are continually seeping water.  When that freezes, 

that’s what causes erosion. 



5. Problem Solving 

1. What can we do in the interim? 

2. How are the roads really draining? 

3. Can this group form a district in conjunction with the watershed to be able to deal with 

the problem holistically?  Everyone in the area has to agree to be part of the group.  It’s 

hard to get buy-in if people aren’t impacted. And, what about people who have already 

done a lot of mitigation. How do you assess people?  Value or multiple values, acreage,  

4. Access to funds: WICD has typically seen funds available to farmers apply for federal or 

state programs based on beneficial use to the farm. There are cost-share funds, for 

example, to gutter a building. 

5. Present owners want to preserve value of their bluff property.  Some properties have 

not sold recently, possibly because of fear of bluff instability. This would inspire bluff 

owners to be willing to help fund uphill solutions for water management. 

6. It is not so clear about getting support for benefitting bluff properties. Wetlands 

preservation or expansion is a possibility. It is possible to get federal $ to let farms go 

back to wild. 

7. Sounds as though there is enough interest in meeting again to work on forming a 

drainage district. 

8. It will need to be a collective solution.  As individuals, you probably can’t solve the 

problem. 

9. Some think there is a problem with Darst Road adding to flooding issues downhill 

10. Invite Doug Kelly for his expertise to define drainage area issues more thoroughly. 

11. It would be helpful for people in the group to do some research on drainage districts 

and what Washington State Codes affect them. 

12. It will be important to identify solutions before or at the same time as there are efforts 

in forming the district and asking for funding. 

13. The group can come up with general solutions without spending a lot on engineering. 

The group is already benefitting from WICD - staff time and hall rental. 

14. Next step is to gather a core group of people. 

 


