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Now Showing!Now Showing!

SPIDER-MAN INTO THE 
SPIDER-VERSE (2018) PG

GHOSTBUSTERS (1984) PG
Saturday, May 22 - TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE! 

BON JOVI
Saturday, June 12 - TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

FLORIDA GEORGIA LINE

BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 4PM, FIRST MOVIE BEGINS AT DUSK (9ISH)
11 & OVER $6.50*; KIDS 5-10 $1.00*; 4 & UNDER FREE *CASH PRICES

GO KARTS OPEN FRIDAY AT 4PM, SATURDAY & SUNDAY AT NOON
1403 N MONROE LANDING RD • OAK HARBOR 
360-675-5667 • www.bluefoxdrivein.com

Friday, May 21, Sunday, May 23 and Monday, May 24

FREE ADMISSION FRIDAY, SUNDAY & MONDAY!

acleanstreak.com • brian@acleanstreak.com • Fully Licensed & Insured • CLEANCS851PA

We Clean It All!
GUTTER CLEANING

ROOF CLEANING
PRESSURE WASHING
WINDOW CLEANING
Give us a call today for a quote!

360-395-5748
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Your Community Food Bank Since 1977
1091 SE Hathaway St  • Oak Harbor

Your Donations 
Are Always 
Needed and 

Appreciated!

Check out our new 
& improved website!

1131 SE Ely Street
Oak Harbor

360-682-2341

www.whidbeyweekly.com
SHORELINE DISCOVERIES AT  
YOUR FINGERTIPS
One small book is making a big difference 
in the lives of many Whidbey and Camano 
residents and visitors, who use its guidance 
to find just the right beaches for their trips 
to the edges of the Salish Sea.

“When our children were growing up,” 
says long-time Sound Water Stewards (SWS) 
member Jeanie McElwain, “there was only 
ONE beach, and that was Double Bluff. 
That was the only place the kids wanted to 
go. Then we discovered a small black and 
white book which named 47 other beaches 
we could visit. Our choices of beaches 
expanded vastly! We began exploring and 
were amazed at the richness, the variety, 
and beauty we found—most public, local 
and free!”

That book is now titled Getting to the 
Water’s Edge on Whidbey and Camano 
Islands and is available in stores and online. 
No longer small, it is 198 pages long, 
printed in full color on sturdy paper, and 
loaded with information about the 69 public 
access beaches it now features.  

Its latest, and third edition, arrived from 
the printer just before the 2020 Fourth of 
July weekend and was an immediate local 
bestseller. Just over ten months later, 3,846 
copies of the 6,000 copies ordered have 
already sold. And, surprisingly, 20 percent of 
sales are from outside Island County, some 
from as far as New Jersey and Guam.

Sound Water Stewards speculates it has sold 
so well because not only does this unique 
guidebook direct us to 69 public access 
beaches on both Whidbey and Camano 
Islands, it gives many practical and interest-
ing details about each one.

Getting to the Water’s Edge (GTWE), how-
ever, tells far more than what. It also reveals 
why.

“GTWE does bring in some money to 
support the organization, but mainly it is 
a tool for educating the public about the 
wonders of our beaches,” says Allie Hudec, 
education coordinator for Sound Water 
Stewards, the nonprofit which owns and 
updated the book. “We hope that people 
not only find new beaches to explore but 
that they see their usual stops with a fresh 
eye. With information on geology, wildlife, 
and even history, this book takes a closer 
look at places we may already know. It also 
has some good tips on how to care for these 
unique places and the wildlife that call it 
home.”

The book has an informative chapter on 
stewardship in a warming world and multi-
ple short essays. This chapter includes what 
to do if you find a seal pup on the beach, 
how to report creosote-soaked driftwood, 

the importance of picking up plastic and 
preventing contamination by caring for our 
septic systems.

To protect the beaches and the creatures 
who live on them is an especially important 
section — how to explore the beach without 
harming it —tells how to meet the beings at 
the beach safely. These guidelines are good 
to review whenever you may be meeting sea 
creatures, some of which are already at risk 
because they have been left high and dry 
by the water they depend on for their very 
lives. This section is handy for working with 
children or introducing visiting guests to 
whom the sea is a new experience.

And don’t forget to turn to chapter four, 
the “Guide to Intertidal Life,” where color 
photos and descriptions introduce you to 
some of the magical creatures you may be 
seeing.

There is a lot more in this informa-
tion-packed book.

Yellow-toned information boxes describe 
many ways we can protect and support our 
tidelands and the sea that sustains them. 
They also give histories of those who lived 
here before us, information about other spe-
cial areas to visit, (such as dog parks and 43 
upland trails and trails systems), and essays 
on natural history from our glacial erratics, 
to marine birds, to the ghost shrimp which 
draw the gray whales to our shores.

Hudec, a long-time resident of Whidbey 
Island, tells us, “One of my favorite hidden 
gems is Glendale beach. It is a nice quiet 
spot where you can listen to the stream and 
watch the ferry and passing trains across 
the water. It’s also a good spot to watch 
for passing whales! The information about 
the history and restoration projects at that 
beach made me look at it in a new light. I 
was shocked to learn that the little creek has 
salmon and that the location was home to a 
hotel and ferry stop in the early 1900s! I had 
no idea.”

Getting to the Water’s Edge can be pur-
chased at local bookstores and shops on 
Whidbey and Camano Islands and nearby 
mainland shops. For a list of locations or to 
buy online, go to www.soundwaterstew-
ards.org.
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By a Sound Water Steward Volunteer


