
Sound Horsekeeping Program:
List of Practices for Horse & Livestock Owners

The following is a list of eligible practices to receive our Sound Horsekeeping 
Program sign. Implement at least three of these practices and we’ll deliver 
a sign to proudly display on your property! Complete all “High Priority 
Practices” and become a Farm of Merit.

Reducing Mud

High 
Priority

Practices

Install gutters and downspouts. (Downspouts should 
direct roof runoff away from confinement areas.)
Create a confinement area (winter paddock).
Add footing (gravel, hogfuel, etc.) in paddocks.
Fence off any creeks, wetlands or water bodies.

Reroute water from roofs, driveways, parking areas 
and hillsides away from confinement areas. (Install 
French drains, grassy swales, dry wells, water 
diversion bars or culverts.)
Create a mud-free exercise area (e.g., track 
paddock, trail course, dry-lot turnouts, outdoor 
arena or round pen).
Install a rain garden.
Create vegetative buffer strips on the downslope 
side of confinement areas, compost bins or other 
heavy use areas.
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Contact a Farm Planner at Whidbey Island Conservation District, 888-678-4922, or visit the 
Farm Planning page at www.whidbeycd.org
Depending on where your property is located, WICD may be able to help you cover the cost for compost bins, 
graveled confinement areas, gutters, downspouts, and underground outlets.


