BETTER

hORSEKEEPING

TIPS FOR A BETTER FARM
& HEALTHIER HORSE
COVER YOUR MANURE PILE
By covering your manure pile, you’ll keep bacteria and nutrients
from being washed off of your property and into streams and
rivers - plus you'll reduce mud and odor, and your manure will
decompose faster. A weighted tarp is the most inexpensive way to
cover your pile. Building a three-sided bin (or bins) to store your
manure is the next step in good manure management.

CREATE A CONFINEMENT AREA
When horses are allowed year-round access to pastures, the
pastures can become overgrazed in Spring through early Fall, or
compacted in Winter through early Spring. A confinement area or
paddock allows your horse to be outside without negatively
impacting pastures. Your Conservation District can help you design
an area suited to your property.

PUT UP A BIRD OR BAT HOUSE
Attracting birds and bats to your property can significantly reduce
mosquitos and flies. Violet green swallows and barn swallows eat
about 6,000 insects a day and bats can eat more than 5,000 a
night! Make sure you use the right house to attract the birds you
want to have around. Check out a local bird store or use one of the
many resources online.
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TAKE A SOIL TEST
Fertilizer is almost always overused and excess fertilizer will likely
be washed into nearby streams and lakes. The best way to find
out if your pastures actually need fertilizer is to do a soil test.
You'll be able to choose a fertilizer with the right amount of
nitrogen, phosphorous and potassium. Your Conservation District
can help you collect a sample and find a lab.

COLLECT MANURE DAILY
Or at least every three days. Cleaning manure out of
confinement areas is the simplest and most important thing
you can do to prevent mud. Most livestock manure contains
70-80 percent moisture. If manure is left to be trampled into
the soil by livestock it will quickly turn to mud. Cleaning
manure from confinement areas also helps prevent parasite
reinfestation.

DIRECT WATER AWAY FROM HIGH-TRAFFIC AREAS
Install gutters and downspouts on barns and shelters to divert
clean rain water away from animal confinement areas, stall
entryways and other high traffic areas. Clean water can also
be collected by stock watering tanks, rain barrels or dry wells.
Water that exceeds the capacity of stock watering tanks
should be diverted away from confinement areas.
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