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Greenbank Marsh Working Group - Notes                                         
Meeting #7                                              Friday, October 26, 2018, 

Day Road Firehouse  

The Working Group is hosted by the Greenbank Beach & Boat Club (GBBC)                                 

with support from the Whidbey Island Conservation District (WICD) 

Attendance: 

Greenbank Beach & Boat Club (GBBC):    

Barbara Bennett, Co-Facilitator (GBBC community member) 

Judi Moore (President, GBBC Board) 

Sally King (Vice President, GBBC Board) 

Larry Graham (Trustee, GBBC Board) 

Sharon Dunn, Alternate  (Secretary, GBBC Board) 

Bob Monroig, Alternate (Treasurer, GBBC Board)   

North Bluff Association (NBA – north of GBBC):    

Betsy Harris    

Greenbank Beach Water Co (south of GBBC):   

Michael Stansbury, Co-Facilitator    

 Randy Schroder 

Port of Coupeville: No representative  

Whidbey Island Conservation District (WICD): 

Tom Slocum 

   Island County Public Works Dept. 

     Nick Tuttle 

     Keith Lay 

 

Updates and Working Group Changes: 

• GBBC continues to use funding for a design grant (see details below). 
 

• Working Group website is on line, with links as follows:    

For Greenbank Marsh Project Overview page (which has links for the feasibility and design 
studies): https://www.whidbeycd.org/greenbank-marsh-overview.html 

For Working Group page: https://www.whidbeycd.org/greenbank-marsh-working-group.html 

• Barb and Sally reported on the April 2018 Marine Resources Committee forum, which featured 
many communities dealing with derelict and aging shoreline infrastructure that is community-

https://www.whidbeycd.org/greenbank-marsh-overview.html
https://www.whidbeycd.org/greenbank-marsh-working-group.html
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owned, such as defective tide gates, abandoned pilings, riprap and similar conditions, all very 
similar to the GBBC situation with the tide gate. 
 

• Sally announced that she would no longer be Co-Facilitator due to other commitments, like 
designing and building a house. She also announced the appointment of Michael Stansbury to 
replace her and work with Barb. Michael expressed appreciation for this honor.  
 

• Keith Lay was introduced as the new Island Co Public Works Dept. representative, replacing Pete 
Seybert who recently retired. 
 

• Discussion was held about adding other members.  There was agreement that we should add 7 
property owners on private wells (just south of GBBC lagoon) to the WG email list, and to invite 
a representative from WA Dept of Transportation. 

GBBC “Greenbank Marsh Restoration Grant”: 

 

GRANT SCOPE AND SCHEDULE; TECHNICAL STUDIES 

 

• As background, work continues under the grant from Washington Recreation and Conservation 
Office (RCO) to refine the conceptual open channel design into a “permit-ready” design for 
subsequent construction phase.  This includes completion of a 90% engineered design, 
application for construction permits, and continuing stakeholder outreach and 
consultation. GBBC is contracting with WICD to handle financial and reporting tasks, oversight of 
technical consultants, and design/permitting tasks.  Grant start date was 1/19/18, the end date 
is 7/19/19.  A summary of the grant scope and schedule is posted on the Greenbank Marsh 
Restoration Design website. 
 

• Under the grant, technical consultants have been retained to gather relevant baseline 
information and evaluate the sustainability of an open channel project. Technical information 
includes, for example, how the open channel could alter: water flow into and out of the marsh 
and lagoon and resulting changes in water surface elevation and salinity; water surface 
elevation and salinity in the marsh and suitability for various plant and animal species; sediment 
movement along the beach and related impact on clam beds, eel grass and other habitat. 
Consultants will also examine technical issues related to maintaining the channel free of 
sediment, silt, logs and other debris.  
 

• The consulting team is being led by Northwest Hydraulic Consultants (which are hydrologic and 
hydraulic engineers); other team members include Shannon & Wilson, Inc. (geo-tech matters 
and impact of open channel on private wells and septic systems) and Blue Coast Engineering 
(sediment transport and related effects). 
 

• Betsy Harris offered several observations. She is concerned there is insufficient baseline 
information (from before the tidegate and outfall began to deteriorate) to adequately assess 
how the open channel project will influence sediment movement along the beach.  She is 
concerned about how movement of water in and out of the open channel could affect sediment 
movement to the north of GBBC property.  She also raised a concern about how the project 
might affect eel grass.  It was noted that Gregg Ridder, who is lead of an eel grass study team 
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that has monitored eel grass in Island County for about 10 years, is working with Judi Moore and 
also with Betsy in providing eel grass studies. 

• The Group discussed the ditch and culvert system along North Bluff Road south of the GBBC 
lagoon and whether it would be a reasonable experiment to insert something in the culvert near 
the lagoon to “disconnect” the ditch system from the lagoon. County personnel advised against 
this because the impacts on drainage would be uncertain, and that the technical studies could 
better shed light on the consequences of connection or separation. The general consensus was 
to expand water level loggers in locations along the ditch system, and to ask the technical 
consultants to address this condition. 

 
Outreach:  

 
• Sally and Barb will consider revising and updating the email sent to the full community in August 

describing the status of the Working Group and the GBBC design grant. The plan would be to 
resend this email or its revision out in the next month. 

• There will be another large community meeting, perhaps in March or April of 2019 when there 
will be final findings from the design grant technical studies. The preliminary findings will be 

presented to the GBBC community (Feb 9, 2019) and to the Working Group before the 

presentation to the community at large.     

  

Storm Surge Monitoring:  

Washington Sea Grant is coordinating a regional monitoring of storm surge under the direction 
of Ian Miller.  Island County data is being entered through Sound Water Steward (SWS) 
volunteers and staff.  Barb (a SWS volunteer) will be trained on the protocol and arrange to 
make data entries for the GBBC beach.  Barb will then train a team for this beach: volunteers 
include Randy Schroeder, Larry Graham, Judi Moore, and Sharon Dunn.  

It was also noted that king tides will take place late November and early December.  Michael 
agreed to note any flooding issues especially south of the GBBC beach during that time.    

 

Next Steps and Wrap Up: 

 

• Next meeting will probably be in February 2019, precise date, time and place to be determined.  

Agenda will include preliminary results of technical studies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


