
 
 
 
 
 
Wildlife Habitat on Westside Small Woodlands 
 
A few quick Recommendations for your land  
 
Ken Bevis - DNR Stewardship Wildlife Biologist 
Ken.Bevis@dnr.wa.gov     (360) 489-4802 
 
Goal = Habitat Diversity - maintain and enhance the various habitat types on your property.  This 
will provide the best opportunities for the myriad of species that live on your woodland 
 
Protect existing habitat features 
1.  Locate and protect unique habitats - wetlands, springs and seeps, aspen stands, riparian 
zones.  Retain buffers, and use fencing if necessary to keep livestock out. 
 
2.  Wildlife Trees - locate best quality snags and live trees with dead tops, cavities, feeding 
excavations.  Protect those standing dead trees in decay states providing cavity habitats.  Retain 
broken and multiple topped trees. Buffer with no cut patches around best snags if harvesting to 
prevent falling for safety. 
 
3.  Down logs - retain and protect all larger down logs, esp. those in advanced decay - If in way 
during logging, move them to a safe place. Try not to crush. 
 
4.  Understory shrubs and low trees - Retain preferred species such as cascara, huckleberry, 
elderberry, wild rose, etc.  Emphasize those that bear fruit for wildlife. 
 
5.  Gather firewood by cutting small diameter green trees: Thinning.  Allow to cure for a year or 
more before burning.  This will help with retention of snags and development of cavity trees. 
 
Enhancements 
1.  Create snags during thinning and harvests.   Mechanical harvesters can snip stems off at 8-15 
feet with little effort.  These short snags become cavity habitat in a few years.  Thinning crews can 
make short snags out of 4-6” trees. Snags can be created by girdling and/or removing tops. 
 
2.  Create Habitat piles.  Stack larger branches and stems into crisscross piles with 
stems/branches at least 4” diameter.  Use larger material piled at least 4-6 layers deep to form the 
core.  Cover with a “roof” of smaller branches 1-2 feet thick. 
 
3.  Create Openings in stands with uniform canopies.  Patch cuts approximately 100 to 200 feet 
across will allow sun to reach the ground and provide low plants for wildlife. 
 
4.  Plant shrubs - identify preferred species of fruit bearing shrubs (elderberry, serviceberry, 
chokecherry) and plant in openings or along edges.  These may need browse protection. 
 
5.  Plant seed mixes on disturbed sites such as skid trails and landings.  This can provide forage 
for wildlife and help prevent weeds.  
 
6.  Install Nest Boxes.  These can provide cavity habitat for nesting birds and small mammals 
(such as squirrels and chipmunks).  Birds such as chickadees and wrens will use boxes installed 
within the forest canopy.  Bluebirds and swallows will use boxes around the edges of openings.   
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